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Introduction 

World Education Research Association, WERA, established in 2009, is 
an organization of national, regional, and international specialty research 
associations committed to advancing education research as a scientific and 
scholarly field. WERA aims to build capacity and interest in education re-
search, foster sound education research policies and practices, and promote 
the use and application of education research worldwide. WERA undertakes 
programs and initiatives that are global in nature and that transcend what 
any one association can accomplish in a single country, region, or area of 
specialization. WERA as a professional scientific association plays an im-
portant role in the formal infrastructure of education research. It like the 
other scientific associations provides an organizational framework for scho-
larly interaction, communication and dissemination. It embraces this pur-
pose through convening meetings, conferences, organizing professional 
development courses, and workshops at its meetings, publishing books 
and papers in the journals, supporting early career scholars and taking on 
other programmatic functions that advance its field and the professionals 
within WERA. Similarly to other scientific association, WERA contributes 
to research integrity among their members through the development of 
different activities and programs. One of the very significant example of 
such a program is WERA International Research Networks, WERA-IRNs. 

This paper considers the role of WERA in promoting and supporting the 
development of high quality research for advancing education research 
worldwide through WERA-IRNs program. Paper presents the purposes 
and the history of WERA-IRNs initiative and its development. It examines 



the nature of WERA-IRNs networks and the principles of knowledge gene-
ration upon which they are based. The presented findings are mainly based 
on the historical sources and direct our attention to the issue of the role of 
scientific association in global research capacity building through research 
networks. 

WERA-IRNs and their purposes 

One of the main purpose of WERA-IRNs Program is to advance educa-
tion research worldwide on specific scholarly topics. WERA-IRNs are tem-
porary collaborative groups of scholars working on the chosen research 
topics primarily through virtual communication or other channels (see  
http://www.weraonline.org). Each WERA-IRN constitutes research net-
work and its work is embodied, by definition, in collaboration and networ-
king. It is worth pointing out that research networks within the area of 
higher education and science are different from partnerships, though they 
embody the same principles of collaboration and contain many of the same 
components and ways of working. However, their aim is usually to work as 
the catalyst for the development and capacity building of science through 
cooperative relationships. 

WERA-IRNs synthesize knowledge, examine the state of research, and 
stimulate collaborations or otherwise identify promising directions in re-
search areas of worldwide significance. All IRNs advance their research 
areas of interest through producing substantive reports that integrate the 
state of the knowledge and worldwide and set forth promising research 
directions. They additionally may pursue other activities and initiatives that 
contribute to the development of new knowledge, findings, or data that 
chart directions for future research worldwide. All IRNs include partici-
pants (i) from different countries and parts of the world to engender world-
wide collaboration, and (ii) students and junior scholars to promote 
capacity building. All IRNs have a commitment to wide communication 
and dissemination beyond any one country or region. WERA-IRNs may 
present their work at a WERA symposium or keynote session or may meet 
at a WERA “Focal Meeting” held in cooperation with a WERA member 
association. 
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WERA-IRNs – the beginnings and the development 

Below, I will outline the beginnings of the WERA-IRNs program and 
how it has evolved over time. Using minutes from WERA Council meetings 
and press releases, I will show what was important to the program's funders, 
and how the priorities for the program were shaped, and how the pro-
gram has developed over its 10 years of existence – officially, the program 
started in 2010. In the year 2012 the World Education Research Association 
(WERA) has announced the launch of first seven new International 
Research Networks (IRNs). The latest announcement of the five new 
WERA-IRNs occurred May 12, 2021. 

Created in 2010, WERA’s IRN initiative brings together global teams of 
researchers through virtual communication and other channels to collabo-
rate in specific areas of international importance. So far, WERA has been 
lunched 46 WERA-IRNs. 

Research Working Groups  
with Worldwide Perspective (2008–2009) 

September 26–27, 2009, WERA held its first Council Meeting in Vienna, 
Austria. The programme of this first WERA Council meeting, meeting with 
its historic significance, was very rich. During the first day of the meeting 
among the discussed issues were such as: WERA Legal Establishment and 
Alignment with Constitution, Nomination Process for First Full-Term, 
WERA Website, WERA News and Communication Planning, WERA Bud-
get and Finance Working Group Report, WERA Symposium World-Wide, 
Capacity Building and the Advancement of Education Research. 

The beginnings of WERA-IRNs can be traced back to the idea of Re-
search Working Groups with Worldwide Perspective that was presented and 
discussed at the second day of WERA Council Meeting in Vienna. A Com-
mittee on Research Working Groups, co-chaired by Yin Cheong Cheng and 
Felice Levine, presented a three-year plan for research working groups with 
worldwide perspectives. According to the presented plan, these working 
groups would aim to encourage and engage researchers with diverse exper-
tise and interests to work together on research problems and topics, and 
they would focus on synthesizing knowledge, critically examining the state 
of research, and stimulating collaborations and new lines of research. A re-
port suitable for wide distribution through the WERA website (or other 
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means) would result. Yin Cheong Cheng and Felice Levine stressed the 
importance of preparing ‘A Call for Proposals for Research Working Groups’ 
and they pointed out that such a call would focus on topics of worldwide 
significance and be widely disseminated around the world. 

The minutes from this first WERA Council Meeting indicates that the 
idea for establishing research working groups received an enthusiastic re-
sponse from WERA Council members, and that there was a general agree-
ment that research working groups needed to be proposed and led by 
scholars with appropriate expertise. The participants of the meeting 
stressed the importance of individuals from different countries being in-
volved in any working group. Chris Reddy observed that there may need 
to be consideration of how many research groups could be established and 
what the priorities would be. Hidenori Fujita noted that proposals for re-
search working groups did not need to come from or through an association. 
He also suggested that beyond working groups, posting other relevant re-
search on a topic on the WERA website would be a substantial contribution, 
since not everyone will respond to a call for proposals for research working 
groups. A question about how to facilitate funding for research working 
group activity was also raised. 

Discussion on Research Working Groups with Worldwide Perspective 
focused on the process for establishing these new WERA components. The 
consensus was that the WERA Council should provide final approval for 
working groups reviewed and recommended by a Research Working Group 
Committee. Felice Levine said she thought the process to establish the 
working groups could begin in the summer of 2010, and that the three 
proposals for substantive activities for WERA (i.e., the symposia, the capa-
city-enhancing workshops, and the research working groups) are all descri-
bed in the Three-Year Program Plan that was approved in Singapore in 
November 2008. 

WERA Research Working Groups  
and the importance of networking – 2010 

During Second Council Meeting of WERA, which was held at Denver, 
Colorado, May 5–6, 2010, Yin Cheong Cheng, on behalf of WERA Research 
Working Groups Committee (Yin Cheong Cheng and Felice Levine, Co- 
Chairs; Hidenori Fujita, John Gardner, and Lejf Moos), briefly summarized 
the purpose and goals of the Research Working Groups. The working groups 
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would be created to encourage researchers with diverse expertise and inte-
rests to work together on research problems and topics of worldwide signi-
ficance. The focus of the groups would be on synthesizing knowledge, 
critically examining the state of research, stimulating collaborations, and 
identifying new lines of research. Groups would be expected to include 
scholars with substantial expertise as well as emerging scholars of potential. 
A report suitable for wide distribution through the WERA website (or other 
means) would result. 

Yin Cheong Cheng and Felice Levine prepared background material for 
the breakout session, including an outline and brief summary of the purpo-
se, goals, and procedures for establishing and selecting working groups and 
for submission and evaluation of proposals. The suggested template is con-
sidered facilitative, not mandatory. Committee members raised a concern 
about how to attract high quality and active teams of researchers to develop 
WERA research working groups. Essentially two approaches were conside-
red possible: (1) outreach to well established researchers who may alrea-
dy have networks or be working in groups and who might wish to affiliate 
their ongoing projects or networks with WERA research working groups, or 
(2) an open call to interested researchers who can make a submission to 
form research working groups in their areas of world-wide significance. 

Council Members agreed that the profile of these research working 
groups must be highly promoted through all the channels and networking 
options of WERA and its member associations. Its success relies ultimately 
on the support of the research community, and in communicating the ad-
vantages of collaboration and networking through research working groups. 
A three-year time frame was considered optimal for a research working 
group to complete its work, but flexibility would also apply in this respect. 
Council Members also suggested that a new name be given to this initiative. 

Towards the lunch of a first set of WERA  
International Research Networks – 2010 

WERA held its first Focal Meeting on November 23–24 in Kuala Lum-
pur, Malaysia, as an integral part of the 2010 Asia-Pacific Educational Re-
search Association (APERA) Conference. 

The WERA Executive Committee and Council met immediately prior to 
the APERA Conference on November 21 and 22. At the one-day WERA 
Council meeting, representatives took steps to further advance WERA’s 
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mission and programmatic ambitions. In addition to governance agenda 
items, Council focused on attracting high-quality proposals for the launch 
of a first set of International Research Networks (IRNs) in 2011. 

Members of the Council agreed that IRNs are temporary collaborative 
groups of scholars working on a specific research topic primarily through 
virtual communication. Council also devoted attention to research capacity– 
building activities to enhance international education research. Council 
reaffirmed its commitment to hold research institutes to expand the skills 
and interests of early career scholars in international research. 

Yin Cheong Cheng with Felice Levine presented a report of the Interna-
tional Research Networks (IRNs) Committee. They briefly summarized the 
purpose and goals of the International Research Networks (IRNs). IRNs aim 
to encourage researchers to work together on research problems and topics 
of worldwide significance, with a focus on synthesizing knowledge, critically 
examining the state of research, stimulating collaborations, and identifying 
new lines of research. They would be expected to include scholars with 
substantial expertise as well as emerging scholars of potential. A report 
suitable for wide distribution through the WERA website (or other means) 
would result. 

Felice Levine reported that several queries about IRNs and one propo-
sal had already been submitted to WERA. Kathy Sanford asked what advan-
tages scholars would have in submitting proposals through WERA. Levine 
said that WERA would function as a convener and facilitator of quality 
research, by supporting a community of scholars and helping researchers 
and research groups do what they could not do themselves. By offering 
quality peer review and WERA “branding” visibility of the research would 
be raised. 

First WERA-IRNs proposals and the issue of spreading 
information about IRNs – 2011 

WERA held its fourth Council meeting in New Orleans on April 13, 
directly following the 2011 Annual Meeting of the American Educational 
Research Association. Representatives from 22 WERA member associations 
met to discuss plans for the forthcoming Focal Meeting in Taiwan and hear 
progress reports on ongoing programs and proposals for new initiatives. 

The WERA Council focused its attention on the importance of WERA 
associations’ engaging active scholars among their members to submit 
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proposals for International Research Networks (IRNs). Felice Levine, Co- 
Chair (with Yin Cheong Cheng) of the International Research Networks 
(IRNs) Committee, presented a brief report on the status of IRNs. Several 
inquiries and two IRN proposals have been received. 

Levine believes that the plan to stimulate networks of scholars as defi-
ned by this committee is sound and very promising. The challenge, however, 
was how to spread information about IRNs into the various communities of 
the member associations. Levine indicated that, in meetings she has atten-
ded, there is a great deal of excitement about IRNs. She noted that WERA 
will provide workspace and an internet platform for IRNs, as well as space 
for content on the WERA Website. She urged representatives to watch for 
emails on this topic and promote the IRNs through their association media 
outlets and to relevant committees and members. 

Council continued to affirm IRNs as a highly promising approach for 
synthesizing the state of the research knowledge, charting future research 
directions, and stimulating international collaborations (see http://www. 
aera.net/wera/pdfs/wera -irnscallforproposals10-4-10final.pdf ). 

Council decided that proposals may be submitted by scholars interested 
in the formation of a new research group or by scholars from an existing 
group. Proposals should set forth the education research topic, the general 
outline of a plan for researchers with different expertise and backgrounds to 
work together in primarily virtual space (including through e-mail, electro-
nic media, conference calls, and so forth). Proposals also need to indicate 
the outcomes expected from establishing an IRN. In addition to preparing 
a written product, an IRN could contribute to the development of a research 
conference, form new collaborations, or help stimulate future research. IRN 
proposals will typically be submitted by co-organizers with complementary 
expertise and from different countries or regions of the world. Proposals 
should set forth a process that would permit other experienced and emer-
ging scholars, including graduate students, to join, once an IRN is selected 
and announced. The duration of an IRN can vary, with a maximum of 
3 years. 

International Research Networks Committee 

On April 12, 2011 the letter entitled “WERA Committees” to WERA 
Council from Felice J. Levine, WERA Secretary Genera was sent. In the 
letter it was stressed that at its meeting on April 11, 2011, the WERA 
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Executive Committee discussed the current operating committees and tho-
se that would be most important to WERA for the coming years. According 
to the WERA Constitution (Article 5), “The Executive Committee shall have 
the authority to establish special or temporary committees, task forces, or 
study commissions that advance the purposes of WERA; specify the charge 
and purposes of such bodies; and require their reporting back to the Exe-
cutive Committee or Council.” The Executive Committee retained four fol-
lowing committees with essentially the same purposes and charges as have 
guided their operations: 

Symposium Planning Committee: to receive requests from member as-
sociations and plan symposia and keynote addresses at meetings/conferen-
ces of member associations 

Capacity Building Committee: to develop and plan workshops/institutes 
for advanced graduate students and emerging scholars on research issues of 
worldwide significance 

International Research Networks Committee: to conduct the review of 
proposals submitted under the international research networks initiative 
and to lead and provide oversight to the program 

Focal Meeting Planning Committee: to plan the WERA Focal Meeting to 
be held each year in cooperation with a meeting/conference of a WERA 
member association 

As we can notice one of the Committee was International Research 
Networks Committee with its main aim to conduct the review of WERA- 
IRNs proposals and to lead and monitor the WERA-IRNs program. The 
analysis of the WERA documents shows the compositions of the WERA- 
IRNs Committees. They were constituted by different WERA Council mem-
bers and were formed in the following ways: 

WERA-IRNs Committees: 

2010–2011 
Yin Cheong Cheng, Chair 
Felice Levine, Co-Chair 
Hidenori Fujita 
John Gardner 
Sari Lindblom-Ylanne 
Lejf Moos 

2011–2013 
Yin Cheong Cheng (Co-Chair) 
Lejf Moos (Co-Chair) 
Hidenori Fujita 
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Felice Levine 
Sari Lindblom-Ylanne 
Christine Halse 
Yoshimitsu Matsuura (from February 28, 2012) 

2013–2015 
Yin Cheong Cheng (Co-Chair) 
Lejf Moos (Co-Chair) 
Hidenori Fujita 
Yoshimitsu Matsuura 
Brian Hudson 
Felice Levine 
Sari Lindblom-Ylänne 
Theo Wubbels 

2015–2016 
Sari Lindblom-Ylänne, Chair 
George Head 
Dong-Seop Jin 
Theo Wubbles 
Gonzalo Jover 

2016–2018 
Sari Lindblom-Ylänne, Chair (up to 2017) 
Felice Levine, Chair (in 2018) 
George Head 
Dong-Seop Jin 
Theo Wubbles 
Gonzalo Jover 
Joanna Madalinska-Michalak 

2019–2020 
George Head 
Gonzalo Jover 
Winnie Wing Mui So 
Joanna Madalinska-Michalak, Chair 

2020–2022 
George Head 
Gonzalo Jover 
Winnie Wing Mui So 
Joanna Madalinska-Michalak, Chair 
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WERA-IRNs – advancing educational research  
and serving as a model for international research 

collaboration (2011–2021) 

Between 2011 and 2021 according to the rigorous evaluations of the 
applications sent to the WERA-IRNs Committee, in total 46 WERA-IRNs 
proposals to establish International Research Networks have been accepted. 
Each of WERA-IRN demonstrates a commitment to principles and ideas 
that underpin the work of WERA, and their commitment to the vision of 
WERA. 

The analysis of the topics of WERA-IRNs and the specificity of their 
functioning shows a great diversity in the projects to be conducted but they 
all share a common underlying idea that educational research can support 
and encourage innovative engagement in areas of critical social and educa-
tional importance. The WERA-IRNs enrich the field of education research 
and lead to worthwhile collaborations among scholars with shared research 
interests all over the world. International collaboration in education re-
search brings much-added value to the field. Each WERA-IRN proves to 
be valuable additions to WERA’s growing body of international research 
networks. WERA-IRNs can serve as an important model for international 
research collaboration. 

Below is a summary of the projects that have been launched by WERA in 
the seven consecutive editions to date, from 2021 to 2021. 

Table 1. WERA-IRNs launched in 2012 

1. Research Network on Marketization 
and Privatization in Education 

Kalervo N. Gulson, University 
of New South Wales, Australia 

Christopher A. Lubienski, University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, USA 

2. Theory and Practice of Pedagogical 
Design for Learning in Digital 
Classrooms 

Siu Cheung Kong, The Hong Kong 
Education Institute, Hong Kong 

3. Teacher Education for the 21st 
Century: Developing Teachers 
Who Are Thoughtful, Reflective, 
and Inquiring 

Oon Seng Tan, Jane Conoley,Woon 
Chia Liu, Chua Bee Leng, National 
Institute of Education, Singapore 
University of California, Santa 
Barbara National Institute of Edu-
cation, Singapore 

4. An International Knowledge Base 
for Educational Effectiveness 

Michael Pfeifer, University  
of Dortmund, Germany 
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5. The Impact of Globalisation 
on Higher Education 

Joseph Zajda, Australian Catholic 
University Limited, Australia 

6. Teacher Learning – Teacher Com-
petencies – Teacher Performance 

Sigrid Blömeke, Humboldt Univer-
sity of Berlin, Germany 

7. Global Ethics in Higher Education Vanessa de Oliveira (Andreotti), 
University of British Columbia, 
Canada   

Table 2. WERA-IRNs launched in 2013 

1. Sociology of Education on Educatio-
nal Inequality 

Heather Price, Mark Berends, William 
Carbonaro, University of Notre 
Dame, USA 

2. Financial Literacy: A 21st-Century 
Skill – Cross-Cultural Approaches 
to Research 

Klaus Breuer, Sunil Behari Mohanty, 
Johannes-Gutenberg University, 
Mainz, Germany 

3. Theory Into Practice of Educational 
Assessment and Measurement 

Wen-Chung Wang, Hong Kong Insti-
tute of Education, Hong Kong 

4. International and Cross-Cultural 
Educational Leadership Collaboration 
and Teaching 

Jasmine Renner, Catherine Glascock, 
Rosalind Gann Arnold Nyarambi, 
Eastm Tennessee State University, 
USA   

Table 3. WERA-IRNs launched in 2014 

1. Organizational Education Susanne Maria Weber, German 
Educational Research Association 
(GERA), Philipps University  
of Marburg, Germany 

2. Learning to Teach: Building Global 
Research Capacity for Evidence-Based 
Decision Making 

Maria Teresa Tatto, Visiting Research 
Scholar, Oxford University; and  
Michigan State University,US;  
Ian Menter, University of Oxford, UK; 
Beatrice Avalos, Universidad de Chi-
le, Santiago, Chile 

3. Theory and Practice of Using Inter-
national Large-Scale Students Asses-
sments Datasets for National 
Evidence-Based Policymaking  
(ILSA-PM) 

Eva Klemencic, Plamen Vladkov, 
Educational Research Institute – 
Centre for Applied Epistemology, 
Ljubljana, Slovenia, IEA Data Proces-
sing and Research Center (DPC), 
Hamburg, Germany; Mirazchiyski 
Ernesto Treviño Universidad Diego 
Portales (CPCE-UDP), Santiago, 
Chile 
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4. Intersectionality, Methodologies, and 
Knowledge Mobilization in Research 
for Social Justice in Education 

Joke Dewilde, University of Strath-
clyde, Scotland; Clea Schmidt, 
Hedmark 
University of Manitoba, Canada; 
Geri Smyth, University College, 
Norway 

5. Internationalisation of Research 
in Vocational Education and Training 
(IRN-VET) 

Ludger Deitmer, Institut Technik 
und Bildung, Universität Bremen, 
Germany 

6. Didactics – Learning and Teaching Brian Hudson, University of Sussex, 
UK   

Table 4. WERA-IRNs launched in 2015 

1. Communicative strategies used 
by effective teachers in mathematics 
and literacy instruction with students 
who are linguistically diverse 

Dorothy Feola, William Paterson 
University, USA 

2. Reading Literacy and Associated 
Reading Interventions for High-Risk 
Children from Disadvantaged Com-
munities 

Surette van Staden, University 
of Pretoria, South Africa 

3. Education policies and the restructu-
ring of the educational profession 
facing the challenges of globalization 

Dalila Andrade Oliveira, Universida-
de Federal de Minas Gerais, Brazil 

4. A Critical Examination of Teachers’ 
Professional Dispositions in the New 
Millennium 

Huey-li Li, University of Akron, USA 

5. Indigenous educational disparities 
and pedagogical practise to gain 
equitable educational outcomes for 
Indigenous school age students 

Michael Donovan, Newcastle Univer-
sity, Australia 

6. Families, Educators, and Communi-
ties as Educational Advocates: Cross 
National Perspectives. 

Lauri Johnson, University of Not-
tingham, UK 

7. Overcoming Inequalities in Schools 
and Learning Communities: Innova-
tive and Audacious Education for 
a New Century 

Rocio Garcia-Carrion, University 
of Cambridge, UK  

8. Cognition, Emotion and Learning: 
Facilitating students’ learning cogni-
tively and affectively to prepare them 
for the rapid changing 21st century 

Oon Seng Tan, 
Chua Bee Leng, National Institute 
of Education, Singapore  
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Table 5. WERA-IRNs launched in 2017 

1. Life Skills and Financial Education James Lawrie, Aflatoun International, 
Netherlands; 
Aukje te Kaat, Graduate School, 
Universidad del Pacífico Peru 

2. Teaching, Learning & Literacy for 
Health. Safety, Life Skills, Inclusion, 
Social & Sustainable Development 

Daniel Laitsch, Centre for the Study 
of Educational Leadership and Policy 
(CSELP); Douglas McCall, Interna-
tional School Health Network, 
Canada 

3. Education and Extremism Hazel Bryan, University of Glouces-
tershi, Cheltenham, UK 

4. African Diaspora International Re-
search Network (IRN): The Compel-
ling Case For Enhancing Global 
Research Exchange Across The Afri-
can Diaspora 

Kassie Freeman, African Diaspora 
Consortium (ADC), Africa; Ernest 
Morrell,  Teachers College Columbia 
University, USA 

5. International Research Network in 
Vocational Education and Training 
(IRNVET) 

Michael Gessler; Lazaro Moreno 
Herrera & Muchlas Samani, Univer-
sity of Bremen, Germany 

6. Extended Education Marianne Schüpbach Freie Universi-
tät Berlin, Germany; Gil Noam, 
Harvard University, USA   

Table 6. WERA-IRNs launched in 2019 

1. Effective Teachers’ Communicative 
Strategies When Instructing Linguis-
tically Diverse Learners 

Geraldine Mongillo, William Paterson 
University, USA; Vered Vaknin-Nus-
baum, Western Galilee College and 
University of Haifa, Israel 

2. Computational Thinking Education 
in Primary and Secondary Schools 

Siu Cheung Kong, The Education 
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong; 
Chee Kit Looi, Nanyang Technologi-
cal University, Signapore 

3. Human Rights Education Hugh Starkey, UCL Institute of Edu-
cation, London, United Kingdom; 
Audrey Osler, University of South- 
Eastern Norway 

4. School social segregation Laura Perry, Murdoch University, 
Australia 

5. Social Metacognition and Big Data 
Network 

Ming Ming Chiu (Sze Ming LAM: 
center manager), The Education 
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
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6. Complexities and opportunities  
of the historical marginalised women 
in higher education: an African  
perspective 

Fumane Khanare; Desiree Pearl Larey 
& Ntombizandile Gcelu, University 
of the Free State, South Africa 

7. Connecting Social and Emotional 
Learning to Professional Develop-
ment for Educators and Effective 
Teaching 

Scott Solberg, Boston University 
Wheelock College of Education  
and Human Development, USA;  
Lea Ferrari, Department of Philoso-
phy, Sociology, Education and Ap-
plied Psychology, University of 
Padova, Italy; Chong Myung Park 
(Project coordinator), Boston Uni-
versity Wheelock College of Educa-
tion and Human Development, USA 

8. Organizational Education Susanne Weber, Philipps University 
of Marburg, Germany 

9. Feature Analysis Approaches  
in International Assessments 

Eva Baker & Kilchan Choi University 
of California, USA 

10. Building communities of care Linda Liebenberg, Dalhousie Univer-
sity, Canada; Vanessa Scherman, 
University of South Africa, South 
Africa   

Table 7. WERA-IRNs launched in 2021 

1. Building Resilience of ter-
tiary education institutions 
in Africa to tackle COVID- 
19 and future epidemics: 
A multidisciplinary 
research network 

Paulette Ekejiuba, University of Benin, Benin 
City/Centre of Exellence in Reproductive Health 
Innovation, Benin City, Nigeria; Lilian Salami, 
University of Benin, Benin City, Edo State, 
Nigeria; Friday Okonofua. Federal University, 
Oye-Ekiti, Ekiti State, Nigeria; Kingsley Ukaoha, 
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and 
Technology, Kumasi, Ghana; Loretta Ntoimo 
Delamou, University of Gamal Abdel Nasser in 
Conakry, Guinea; Eric Arthur, Ottawa Universi-
ty, Ottawa, Canada; Sanni Yaya; Joseph Balogun; 
Kunle Odunsi, Chicago State University, USA; 
Anne Wallis, University of Louisville, USA 

2. Research-Informed Educa-
tion 

Jana Groß Ophoff, University College of Teacher 
Education Vorarlberg, Austria; Chris Brown, 
Durham University, School of Education, UK 

3. Promoting and Supporting 
Children’s Agency and 
Participation in Early Edu-
cation and Care: During 
the COVID Pandemic and 
Beyond 

Gisselle Tur Porres, Swansea University, UK; 
Maximus Monaheng Sefotho, University of 
Johannesburg; South Africa; Nicola Wills-Espi-
nosa, Universidad Casa Grande, Ecuador 
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Analysis of available data shows that over the more than 10 years of the 
WERA-IRNs program's operation (2010–2021), in total there have been 99 
project coordinators (chairs and co-chairs) of successful proposals, and they 
come from 32 countries worldwide. This was dominated by coordinators 
from such countries as: USA (17 coordinators), Germany (10 coordinators), 
United Kingdom (9 coordinators), South Africa (6 coordinators), and Au-
stralia (5 coordinators). 

WERA-IRNs program can be treated as a good example of the role of 
scientific association in building high quality research through identifying 
promising directions in research areas of worldwide significance and stimu-
lating collaboration. Each WERA-IRN include participants (i) from different 
countries and parts of the world to engender worldwide collaboration, and 
(ii) students and junior scholars to promote capacity building, and each 
WERA-IRN advances their research areas of interest through producing 
substantive reports that integrate the state of the knowledge and set forth 
promising research directions. Each WERA-IRN functions on the basis of 
wide communication and dissemination beyond any one country or region 
with the use of the different forms and tools for communication. The time of 
the pandemic COVID-19 has showed how much communication is impor-
tant in research that is developed across the boundaries because healthy 
relationships are the lifeblood of research networking – and relationships 
are built and maintained through communication. The importance of great 
communication in research networking can’t be understated. 

4. World School Leadership 
Study (WSLS): Research 
and Monitoring of School 
Leaders’ Profession 

Stephan Gerhard Huber IBB, PH Zug, Switzer-
land; Joanna Madalińska-Michalak, University 
of Warsaw, Poland; Helene Ärlestig, Umeå 
University, Sweden; Michael Johanek,  
The Education University of Hong Kong, Hong 
Kong; Paulo Volante Beach; Karanam Pushpa-
nadham, University of Baroda, Vadodara, Guja-
rat, India; Haiyan Qian, Tangaza University 
College, Kenya; David Gurr, University of Mel-
bourne, Australia; & Lucy A. Wakiaga, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, USA 

5. Globalization and teacher 
education in the BRICS 
countries: The positioning 
of research and practice, 
promotion of integration 
of university - school 
systems 

Roza Valeeva, Kazan (Volga region) Federal 
University, Russia; Ian Menter, University of 
Oxford, UK; Martha Prata-Linhares, Federal 
University of Triângulo Mineiro, Brazil  
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Summary and conclusions 

This paper considered the role of World Education Research Associa-
tion, WERA as a scientific association in promoting and supporting high 
quality research, particularly with regard to creating the conditions for re-
search networking in education in a global dimension with WERA’s pro-
gram called World Education Research Association-International Research 
Networks (WERA-IRNs), which was implemented in 2010. WERA-IRNs’ 
origins and the further developments show how much the issues of colla-
boration and networking, emphasize in the program’s aims, is relevant and 
direct our attention to the capacity building of science through cooperative 
relationships. 

Reflecting on the WERA-IRNs 10-year practice one can say that there is 
still a need to encourage new ideas that come with vast potential for learn-
ing and building high-quality research. WERA as the scientific association 
undoubtably plays an important role in advancing education research as 
a scientific and scholarly field through research networking in education. 

Individual scientists do not act in isolation from their professional peers. 
More research is needed on the importance of the societies (and other forces 
in the research system) in creating conditions and proper climate for re-
search networking in which scientists work. Worth explanation is how the 
exercise of professional cooperation by scientists is affected by standards 
prescribed by his or her society. 
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Abstract 

This paper considers the role of World Education Research Association, WERA as 
a scientific association in advancing education research worldwide on specific scholarly 
topics through research networking. The paper directs our attention to one of the 
WERA’s program, which is called World Education Research Association-International 
Research Networks, WERA-IRNs. The program promotes and supports the develop-
ment of high quality research, particularly with regard to creating the conditions for 
high-quality research through research networking in education. Reflecting on the 
aims of WERA-IRNs and its more than 10-year history (2010–2021), and what is 
already part of the WERA practice in sustaining and developing WERA-IRNs program, 
it is visible that WERA-IRNs can serve as an important model for advancing education 
research through international research collaboration. For the purposes of the paper 
a historical analysis of source materials is used.   
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