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Foreword

This publication, Headlines of the Public Television News Service in
Poland from 2016 to 2017 — A Pragmatic Linguistic Analysis, is based on
a report which was created at the Council for the Polish Language at the
Presidium of the Polish Academy of Sciences and its aim was to indicate how
Polish Television (Telewizja Polska SA) — a station that is publicly financed
through mandatory fees paid by citizens — uses language to inform viewers
about current political events. It is a linguistic (or more precisely: semantic
and pragmatic) analysis and is preceded by a description of the legal sit-
uation surrounding the media that conditions the operation of the public
television broadcaster. Subject to analysis were the information strips that
consist of announcements of report materials in the main broadcast of Wiado-
mosci TVP, the most important news program on public television in Po-
land. The study, based mainly on the description of linguistic mechanisms
(including persuasive and manipulative techniques with semantic basis) that
serve to create reality, above all reveals how of elements of the world are
valuated using lexical means. The communication practices presented in
the course of the analysis were examined in terms of their compliance with
the requirements of ethics of the word and the rules governing successful
communication, and above all, with the principles of journalistic integrity,
which require the creation of unbiased and objective texts. Although the
work is not of a political nature, it also shows (in passing, as it were) a vi-
sion of Polish political life, filtered through an interpretative filter.

We hope that this publication will be of interest both to language schol-
ars and those dealing with the ways political messages are shaped in Poland.
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