Notes on our contributors

Michał Boni was born in 1954 in Poznań. He received his PhD from the University of Warsaw. Involved in the “Solidarity” underground movement from its birth
in 1980, from 1987 Boni was its leader at the University of Warsaw. In 1991 Boni
was the Minister of Labour and Social Policy. As an expert in labour market policy
he cooperated with the World Bank and OECD. From 2008 he was the head of strategic advisors to Prime Minister Donald Tusk. Under his leadership the team conducted a socio-economic evaluation of Poland and participated in the development
of the government’s strategic plans. Among some of those most important documents are: “Report on Polish Intellectual Capital”, “Poland 2030. Development
Challenges” and “Youth 2011”. Boni served as Poland’s Minister of Administration
and Digitization from 2011 till 2013, successfully carrying out the digitization of
public television, and making the law on public collections of money and goods
more accessible and useful for citizens. Boni supported the acquisition of digital
skills by the elderly and the introduction of science programming for children, as
well as the creation of open public data register. From 2015–2019, a member of
the European Parliament active in the LIBE and ITRE Committees.
Joanna Fomina is Assistant Professor at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw. She earned a Master’s degree in
English from the Jagiellonian University, Kraków; a Master’s degree in British
Studies from Humboldt University, Berlin; and her Ph.D. in sociology from the
Polish Academy of Sciences. She worked as Migration Expert at the OSCE Office
for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights and also coordinated the Europe
without Barriers international coalition of NGOs working toward EU visa liberalization for the Eastern Partnership countries. Her academic interests include EU
integration, migration and migrant integration policies, Euroscepticism and populism, and democratization in Central and Eastern Europe.
Bogdan J. Góralczyk is professor at the University of Warsaw, a political scientist, and sinologist. He currently serves as the director of the Centre for Europe at
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the University of Warsaw. He is the former Ambassador of Poland to Thailand and
head of the Polish diplomatic missions to Burma and the Philippines. His most
recent publication is a comprehensive account of four decades of transformation
in China, available in Polish. Previously, he published many books on China, Central Europe, Hungary, and Central Europe. Currently Editor-in-Chief of the “Studia
Europejskie – Studies in European Affairs” quarterly.
Virginie Guiraudon is Research Professor at the National Centre for Scientif ic
Research based at the Centre for European Studies of Sciences-Po Paris. Her
main areas of research are immigration and migrant incorporation in comparative perspective, but she also focuses on international human rights, transnational contention, and European integration. Her current research focuses on
the Europeanization of migration, asylum and anti-discrimination policies and
its effects. She graduated from the Ecole Normale Supérieure in Paris before
going on to complete a PhD in Government at Harvard University (1997). She
was a visiting fellow at the Centre for International Studies at Princeton University before returning to France when she was hired as a permanent research fellow at the National Centre for Scientif ic Research (CNRS). From 2005 to 2007
she held the Marie Curie Chair in Social and Political Sciences at the European
University Institute in Florence and, in 2008, she was a visiting professor at the
UCLA Sociology Department, in 2009 at the Centre for Political and Constitutional Studies in Madrid. In 2010 she was visiting faculty at UNISA in Pretoria
and at Doshisha University in Kyoto. As recipient of the Descartes-Huygens
prize, she spent time at the University of Nijmegen (Netherlands). She has been
awarded the CNRS bronze medal and the European Union Studies Association
best paper prize. She has served as a consultant for several international and
national organizations such as the European Commission, the Italian Ministry of Social Affairs, the French Human Rights Commission, along with many
NGOs and think tanks.
Heather Grabbe is Director of the Open Society European Policy Institute. From
2004 to 2009 she was Senior Advisor to then European Commissioner for Enlargement Olli Rehn, responsible in his cabinet for the Balkans and Turkey. Before joining the commission, she was Deputy Director of the Centre for European Reform,
the London-based think tank, where she published widely on EU enlargement and
other European issues. Her writing has appeared in The Financial Times, New
York Times, Wall Street Journal, and The Guardian, among others. She has a PhD
from Birmingham University and a BA and MA from Oxford University. Her academic career includes teaching at the London School of Economics, and research
at Oxford and Birmingham universities, the Royal Institute for International Affairs
(Chatham House, London), and the European University Institute (Florence). She
speaks French, Italian, and German.
Maciej Kisilowski is professor at CEU. His research interests focus on the application of innovation strategy to various nonmarket fields, including public law and
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regulation. He received his doctorate in law and master’s in law degrees from Yale
Law School, M.P.A. in economics and public policy from Princeton University’s
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, and M.B.A. with
distinction from INSEAD. He also holds another Ph.D. and M.A. in law from the
University of Warsaw. Since joining CEU, Prof. Kisilowski has established and
directs the Initiative for Regulatory Innovation – a research centre focused on finding creative solutions to regulatory problems in Central and Eastern Europe. He
also designed and teaches a number of graduate and executive classes, for which
he was awarded the CEU Distinguished Teaching including Award in 2016. Kisilowski is a frequent commentator on issues of political-economy in Central-Eastern
Europe, contributing (among others) to Project Syndicate, The Wall Street Journal,
Politico, Haaretz, EU Observer, EURActive, and the leading news outlets in his
native Poland. He is the author/editor of three books, including Administrategy,
translated into five languages. Kisilowski is involved in a number of social change
projects at the intersection of strategy and governance and consults broadly on
those issues in Central Europe and beyond.
Marcin Król is professor of philosophy and the history of ideas at the University
of Warsaw. Moreover, he is the member of the board of several non-governmental,
academic institutions – including the Institute for Human Sciences in Vienna. He
was visiting professor in many universities. Among them is the Catholic University of Lublin, Yale University, and Georgetown University. Professor Marcin Król
lectured on the history of Polish political philosophy and political philosophy in
general at Yale, Princeton, Tulane University, Harvard, the Sorbonne, College de
France, and many others. Author of 20 books and about 100 scholarly essays on the
history of political ideas (many of them have been published in English, French,
German, Spanish, and Italian) and about 1500 publications in cultural weeklies and
monthlies in Poland and abroad.
Jacek Kucharczyk is President of the Institute of Public Affairs, one of Poland’s
leading think-tanks. In the 1980s Kucharczyk was active in the independent student
movement and underground publishing in Poland. He was a co-founder and board
member of a number of international NGOs, including Prague Civil Society Centre,
Policy Association for an Open Society PASOS, and the European Partnership for
Democracy (EPD) in Brussels. Dr Kucharczyk is also a member of the Scholarship
Program Advisory Board at Open Society Foundations and in 2008‒2015 served
as Advisory Board member of OSF Think Tank Fund. In 2009‒2015 he served
as board member of the National School of Public Administration in Warsaw. He
has authored and edited articles, reports, policy briefs, and books on European
integration, democratic governance, populism and migration policy. He recently
co-edited (with Grigorij Mesežnikov) the book-length volume Phantom Menace.
The Politics and Policies of Migration in Central Europe. Kucharczyk regularly
comments on current domestic and European affairs and political developments
for Polish and international media. He received his PhD in sociology at the Polish
Academy of Sciences. He studied at the Graduate School for Social Research in
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Warsaw, Graduate Faculty of the New School for Social Research in New York,
the University of Kent at Canterbury (MA in philosophy), and the University of
Warsaw (MA in English studies).
Joanna Kurczewska is a sociologist and historian of ideas. Professor at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences (IFiS PAN).
She teaches at distinguished Polish academic institutions including the Graduate
School for Social Research at IFiS PAN and the University of Warsaw, and has
been the editor-in-chief of the Polish Sociological Review. Prof. Kurczewska’s
research concentrates on studies of historical sociology, theoretical sociology, the
sociology and history of contemporary ideas, as well as the sociology of culture
and political sociology. Author of several books including: Naród w socjologii
i ideologii polskiej. Analiza porównacza wybranych koncepcji z przełomu XIX
i XX wieku [Nation in the Sociology and Ideology in Poland: Comparative Analysis of Selected Concepts from the Turn of the 19th and 20th Centuries], Warsaw: IFiS PAN 1979), Patriotyzm(y) polskich polityków [Patriotism(s) of Polish
Politicians] (Warsaw: IFiS PAN, 2002). She is also the editor of several volumes
and series.
György Lengyel is professor emeritus at the Corvinus University of Budapest,
where he was the head of the Centre for Empirical Social Research and editorin-chief of Corvinus Journal of Sociology and Social Policy. He received the
Róbert Angelusz Prize of the H. Sociological Association (2015) and the Albert
Szent-Györgyi Prize of the M. of Education (2009). His recent research interests
are mostly about elites and economic actors. His recent publications include “Irresponsible Elites in Opposition and Government: the Hungarian Case.” In: L. Vogel
et al (eds.) The Contested Status of Political Elites. At the Crossroads. Routledge,
N.Y., 2019 pp.184‒202. (co-author: G. Ilonszki); “Levels of Policy Decisions:
Do Elite Preferences Differ before and after the Crisis?” In: N. Conti (et al. eds.)
National Political Elites, European Integration and the Eurozone Crisis. Routledge, N.Y., 2018, pp. 66‒87. (co-authors: B. Lengyel, N. Conti) and The Europe
of Elites. A Study into the Europeanness of Europe’s Political and Economic Elites.
2012, Oxford, Oxford U.P. (ed. with H. Best and L. Verzichelli).
Antonio Loprieno studied Egyptology, Linguistics, and Semitic Studies at the
University of Turin in Italy. In the 1980s he taught at various European universities, including the University of Göttingen and the University of Perugia in Italy.
He was also a professor of Egyptology in the United States at the University of
California Los Angeles (UCLA), and later served as a professor at the University
of Basel, where he was rector from 2006 to 2015. From 2008 to 2015, Loprieno
was also President of the Swiss Rectors’ Conference. Since May 2018, he has
been President of the Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences and President of the
European Federation of Academies of Sciences and Humanities, an association of
more than 50 academies in over 40 countries. Since December 2019 he has been
the president of Jacobs University, Bremen.
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Józef Niżnik is the head of the European Studies Unit at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Polish Academy of Sciences (PAS). He received his Ph.D.
in philosophy in 1971. In 1980 he completed his habilitation based on the thesis:
“The object of knowledge in social sciences”. In 1992 Niżnik received the state title
of professor. Since 1973 he has been employed at the Institute of Philosophy and
Sociology at the Polish Academy of Sciences. In 1976/1977 and 1984/1985 visiting professor in the State University of New York at Stony Brook. Co-founder and
professor of the international Graduate School for Social Research at the Institute
of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw. Most
of his earlier research work is devoted to science policy, the theory of knowledge,
and the overlap of philosophy and sociology, e.g., to the philosophy of social sciences and sociology of knowledge. Since 1987 Niżnik has collaborated with the
Club of Rome and has been involved in international relations problems, global
problems, and the problems of integration of Europe. Member of the Committee
for the Future Studies at the Board of the Polish Academy of Sciences. Over 100
major publications in Polish and English in philosophy, the methodology of social
sciences, sociology of knowledge and since 1989 in global problems, international
relations, and the problems of European integration.
Artur Nowak-Far is professor at the Warsaw School of Economics. He has Ph.D.
in law and Ph.D. in economics. Director of the Institute of Law in the SGH-Warsaw School of Economics. Former vice-minister at the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs responsible for legal and treaty matters (2013‒2015); member of the
Supreme Chamber of Auditors (2007‒2013), advisor of the Minister of Agriculture
for EU matters (2003‒2005), member of the task-force of EU technical harmonization (1997‒2000). Author of over 300 publications on EU economic law and
EU legal reasoning.
Claus Offe, born 1940, was Professor of Political Science at Humboldt University, Berlin, where he held the chair of Political Sociology and Social Policy. His
previous positions include professorships at the Universities of Bielefeld and Bremen, where he served as director of the Centre of Social Policy Research. He has
held research fellowships and visiting professorships in the US, Canada, Australia,
Hungary, Poland, Austria, Italy, and the Netherlands. From 2006 to 2012 he was
Professor of Political Science at Hertie School of Governance, Berlin, a professional school of public policy. His fields of research are democratic theory, transition studies, EU integration, and welfare state and labour market studies. He
has published numerous articles and book chapters in these fields, a selection of
which is reprinted as Herausforderungen der Demokratie. Zur Integrations- und
Leistungsfähigkeit politischer Institutionen (2003). Book publications in English
include Varieties of Transition (1996), Modernity and the State: East and West
(1996), Institutional Design in Post-Communist Societies (1998, with J. Elster
and U. K. Preuss), Reflections on America. Tocqueville, Weber, und Adorno in the
United States (2005), Europe Entrapped (2014) and Citizens in Europe (2016, with
U. K. Preuss).
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Anton Pelinka, 1975–2006 Professor of Political Science, University of Innsbruck, Austria; 2006–2018 Professor of Nationalism Studies and Political Science, Central European University, Budapest. Since 2018: Member of the Board
of Regents (“Universitätsrat”), University of Innsbruck. Guest Professorships at
University of New Orleans (1980), Harvard University (Schumpeter Fellowship
– 1990/91), Stanford University (1997), University of Michigan (2001/02), Université Libre de Bruxelles (2002), Hebrew University, Jerusalem (2011, 2012, 2013).
Latest Publication: „Die gescheiterte Republiik. Kultur und Politik in Österreich,
1918–1938”. Vienna 2017 (Böhlau)
Katarzyna Pełczyńska-Nałęcz is the director of the ideaForum think-tank of the
Stefan Batory Foundation. Her areas of expertise includes the political and security
situation in Europe, and relations between the EU and Russia. Between 2014 and
2016 she served as ambassador of Poland to the Russian Federation. Previously,
Pełczyńska-Nałęcz was Undersecretary of State at the Polish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs dealing with Russia and Eastern Europe. She graduated from the Institute
of Sociology of the University of Warsaw in 1994 and subsequently worked at
the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences. She
was a deputy director of the Centre for Eastern Studies and the head of its Russian
Department.
Krzysztof Pomian was born in Warsaw (1934). He obtained his Ph.D. degree in
1965 and habilitation degree in 1968 at the Department of Philosophy at the University of Warsaw. Expelled from the Polish United Worker’s Party in 1966. In
1968, due to public criticism of the policy of the state authorities, dismissed from
the post of assistant professor of the history of modern philosophy. He then worked
in the Department of Manuscripts of the National Library (1969‒1972). In 1972
he went to France, to work in the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique
(CNRS). Presently he is a distinguished professor at CNRS. In 1999 he obtained
the state title of professor in Poland. In the years 1999/2000 – 2006/07 he worked
as a professor at the Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń. From January 2001
he was the director of the Museum of Europe in Brussels. As a philosopher, he
is mainly interested in the theory of knowledge. As a historian he is engaged in
research on the history of European culture and in particular – on history as a subject of knowledge and the role of museums. His books and articles, from 1973
written mainly in French, have been translated into about twenty languages.
Andrzej Rychard is a professor of sociology, Corresponding Member of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Director of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology
of the Polish Academy of Sciences. Member of the Council of the Stefan Batory
Foundation and of the Committee for Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences. Visiting professor at many universities, including Harvard University, Indiana University, Cornell University, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Main areas of research interests: sociology of
political and economic institutions, legitimacy, institutional aspects of post-com10
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munist transformation, institutional reforms of the system of higher education and
science in Poland. Among his publications: “Legitimacy. Continuous crisis in the
changing context”, co-edited, IFiS Publishers, 2010, “The Legacy of Polish Solidarity”, co-edited, Peter Lang Edition, Frankfurt am Main, 2015, “PiS: the end of
the beginning”, in: “Poland’s memory wars”, Jo Harper (ed.), CEU Press, 2018.
Rychard is a frequent commentator in Polish and foreign media on social and political events. Lives in Warsaw.
Ruth Wodak is Emerita Distinguished Professor of Discourse Studies at Lancaster
University, UK, and affiliated to the University of Vienna. Besides various other
prizes, she was awarded the Wittgenstein Prize for Elite Researchers in 1996 and
an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Örebro in Sweden in 2010. She is
past-president of the Societas Linguistica Europaea. 2011, she was awarded the
Grand Decoration of Honour in Silver for Services to the Republic of Austria, and
2018, the Lebenswerk Preis for her lifetime achievements, from the Austrian Ministry for Women’s Affairs. She is member of the British Academy of Social Sciences and member of the Academia Europaea. In 2008 she was awarded the Kerstin
Hesselgren Chair of the Swedish Parliament (at the University of Örebrö). She is
a member of the editorial board of a range of linguistic journals and co-editor of
the journals Discourse and Society, Critical Discourse Studies, and Language and
Politics. She has held visiting professorships at the University of Uppsala, Stanford
University, University of Minnesota, University of East Anglia, and Georgetown
University. In the spring 2014, professor Wodak held the Davis Chair for Interdisciplinary Studies at Georgetown University, Washington DC. In the spring 2016,
she was Distinguished Schuman Fellow at the Schuman Centre, EUI, Florence. In
2017 she held the Willi Brandt Chair at the University of Malmö, Sweden. Currently, she is a visiting fellow at the Institute for Human Sciences, Vienna (IWM).
Peter J. Verovšek (Ph.D) is Lecturer (Assistant Professor) of Politics/International
Relations at the University of Sheffield. Working within international political
theory, his research focuses on how socially mediated collective memories serve
as resources for political innovation in the aftermath of broad historical ruptures.
His book manuscript, Memory and the Future of Europe (for Manchester University Press), examines the role that the collective memories of the two World Wars
played in the development of the European Union. He argues that the problems
revealed during the Eurozone crisis can be traced to the fading of these memories,
as the generations that understood the European Union as a moral project as a result
of their experience of total war have passed away. His work has been published in
Perspectives on Politics, The Review of Politics, Political Studies, Memory Studies,
Polity, Constellations, the Journal of International Political Theory, the Critical
Review of International Social and Political Philosophy, Philosophy and Social
Criticism, The European Legacy, Millennium, and the Journal of Cold War Studies.
He has also engaged in broader discussions in the public sphere, with publications
in the SPERI Blog (the Sheffield Political Economy Research Initiative), the LSE
Brexit Blog, Eurozine, and the Slovenian cultural magazine Razpotja.
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